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Spaulding Fibre was a manufacturer of leatherboard, transformer board, vulcanized fibre, Bakelite (under the trade name Spauldite) and Filawound (fiber glass) tube. It operated in Tonawanda from 1911 to 1992 and became a major employer and contributor to Tonawanda's economic life.
 The origins of the company can be traced to a leatherboard mill in Townsend Harbor, MA founded in 1873 by Jonas and his brother Waldo Spaulding. Jonas and Waldo did business as The Spaulding Brothers Company.
 Jonas Spaulding had three sons: Leon C., Huntley N., and Rolland H... (Rolland and Huntley would later each serve terms as governor of New Hampshire)
,
 Jonas expanded further into the leatherboard business with mills at Milton and North Rochester, NH to allow his sons to join him in the business. The New Hampshire mills operated under the J. Spaulding and Sons banner. Jonas died in 1900 shortly before the North Rochester mill became operational. The sons continued to operate these mills successfully and bought the Townsend Harbor mill under the J. Spaulding and Sons banner in 1902.
 The success continued and the three brothers added a vulcanized fibre operation in Tonawanda, NY in 1911 and a fourth leatherboard mill in Milton, NH (second in this community) in 1913. Tonawanda Mayor Charles Zuckmaier influenced the Spaulding brothers’ decision to build their new facility in Tonawanda.
 On May 23, 1911 the plans were announced that the new facility would be built on Julia Pohl’s farm at 310 Wheeler Street. The official ground breaking occurred on July 17, 1911 for the new plant which was to represent a $600,000 investment by J. Spaulding and Sons Company. Operations at the plant began on April 1, 1912 with 40 employees. The designed daily capacity of the plant at that time was five tons of fibre sheeting and one ton of fibre tubing. The first of the three Spaulding brothers to die was Leon. Leon died in Tonawanda, NY on September 11, 1924
 while overseeing an expansion of the facility there that included the addition of a continuous vulcanized fibre making line. Around 1927 the name of the company changed from J. Spaulding and Sons to the Spaulding Fibre Company. In the 1930's a second product was added at the Tonawanda plant under the trade name Spauldite.
 Spauldite was originally a "me too" phenol formaldehyde resin material made to compete with Bakelite. However, the trademark now owned by Spaulding Composites can be applied to laminates made with other natural or synthetic resins as well. On March 14, 1942 Rolland became the second Spaulding brother to die. He died at the Frisbie Memorial Hospital in Rochester, NH, an institution that benefitted from the philanthropy of the Spaulding Family.
 Huntley Spaulding was the last son of Jonas Spaulding to die. He died on November 11, 1955. At this time the Spaulding Fibre Company became part of a charitable trust Huntley and his only sister Marion S. Potter had set up to disperse their remaining wealth within 15 years of the last to die.
 Marion S. Potter followed her brother in death on September 27, 1957
. The Spaulding Fibre Company prospered for a time under the auspices of the charitable trust. With the momentum of the family ownership and the shelter of the charitable trust the Tonawanda plant completed in 1956 an expansion that doubled the paper mill and the vulcanized fibre making capacity of the plant. Also the importance of the Wheeler Street operation to the overall company was further recognized when the corporate offices were relocated there from Rochester, NH. In the 1960's a third product line was added at the Tonawanda plant. That product line was Filawound (fiber glass) tube.
 The fiftieth anniversary of the Wheeler Street Plant was marked by a special 22 page section in the Tonawanda News. In the special section it was reported that Spaulding’s Wheeler Street Plant covered 610,000 square feet, employed 1500 workers, and had a payroll of $9,000,000. The Tonawanda News also reported the company paid $153,818 in city taxes that year and was Tonawanda’s largest tax payer.
 The plant was nearing its peak but there were still more expansion to come. At the time demolition began on the plant in 2006 it was said to have a footprint of 860,000 square feet.
 In 1966 the charitable trust sold the Spaulding Fibre Company to Monogram Industries
 and the Tonawanda plant began a slow decline to an abandoned brown field site. In 1984 Monogram Industries sold the Spaulding Fibre Company to Nortek.
 In 1988 Nortek change the company name to Spaulding Composites. Spaulding Composites closed the Tonawanda plant on August 24, 1992. At the time it closed employment had declined to 300
. Since the closure of the Tonawanda plant Spaulding Composites has twice filed bankruptcy and the plant site has fallen into disrepair and became a community eyesore.
 In 2006 demolition of the derelict site began
 and was punctuated by the felling of the 250 foot tall smoke stack that dominated the plant site on December 21, 2006.
 This event is document with a handful of videos on you-tube. As of the writing of this article demolition is not complete, but the city of Tonawanda anticipates reclaiming the 43 acre site for development by the end of the decade.
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